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never produced a better one. He has
three wonderful stories all after 50
years of age.

Prior to that, Mr. Runyon was a sen-
ior executive at Ford Motor Company.
It was in 1980, in my second year as
Governor, when Nissan hired that team
of Ford executives. They came to Ten-
nessee, a State that was not building
any cars or trucks, only had a few
thousand, I would say, automobile sup-
plier jobs.

Today, Tennessee is the third or
fourth largest producer of cars and
trucks. One-third of our manufacturing
jobs are automotive. There are several
reasons for that development, but it
would not have happened if Marvin
Runyon and his Nissan team had not
chosen to come to Tennessee in 1980.

My wife and I and our family have
lost a dear friend, Tennesseans have
lost a friend, and I wanted to pay trib-
ute to a man who literally changed the
lives of tens of thousands of families
for the better by his work in bringing
the automobile industry to Tennessee
and stabilizing the Tennessee Valley
Authority.

————

FAMOUS MUSIC CORP/
HORNBUCKLE MUSIC

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
wish to talk about songwriters. Italy
has its art, and California and Oregon
have fine wine, Hollywood has movies,
Dalton, GA, has carpets, and Nashville
has songwriters.

There are a great many beautiful
songs that come from Nashville—
poems—but I want to especially com-
mend to my colleagues a new song
called ‘“‘Letters from Home.” You may
hear John Michael Montgomery sing it.
It is a poem that touches the heart of
Americans at this time. It is especially
meaningful with the men and women of
our military in Afghanistan and Iraq
and all over the world fighting for free-
dom.

This is a story about their loved ones
awaiting their coming home. The last
stanza goes like this:

I hold it up and show my buddies

Like we ain’t scared an’ our boots ain’t
muddy

But no one laughs ’cause there’s

Ain’t nothin’ funny when a’

Soldier cries.

So I just wipe my eyes

Fold it up and put it in my shirt

Pick up my gun and get back to work

And it keeps drivin’ on, waitin’ on letters
from home.

That song was written by Tony Lane
and David Lee. I saw them a couple
weeks ago at Belmont University in
Nashville. Belmont celebrated the in-
troduction of a course on ‘‘Poetics in
Country Music,” to explore literary
criticism of song lyrics as we do for
other poetry. I salute Belmont Univer-
sity for its leadership.

When Johnny Cash died, the New
York Times streamed a headline: ‘‘Poet
of the Working Poor.”” Bob Dylan once
said Hank Williams was America’s
greatest poet. I said on the Senate
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floor, if that is true, why don’t we have
English professors somewhere criti-
cizing their poetry? They are all up in
Northeastern schools writing good crit-
icism of mediocre poems while we have
poets of the working poor and some of
the best poets in Nashville writing
poems.

“Letters from Home”’ is yet another
great poem from Nashville songwriters
and one more example of why Belmont
University’s pioneering work to discuss
“Poetics of the Working Poor” is a
good idea.

There might be more in common be-
tween Shakespeare’s sonnets and Hank
Williams stanzas than one at first
might imagine.

——————

CALCULATION OF THE
EMPLOYMENT RATE

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
wish to discuss with my colleagues
something of a mystery. I have yet to
be able to find an answer to this mys-
tery. I am hoping by addressing it on
the Senate floor and by letters I am
sending today to Alan Greenspan,
Chairman of the Board of Governors of
the Federal Reserve System, and the
Bureau of Labor Statistics, their re-
search might help me figure this out.

I asked Chairman Greenspan at our
hearing on April 21 of the Joint Eco-
nomic Committee about the 6 million
people, more or less, who are living and
working in the United States who our
Government is not counting when it
makes our monthly projections about
who is working and who is unemployed.

Here is what I base that question on:
There is a consensus there are 8 to 10
million undocumented aliens or illegal
immigrants in the United States today.
For example, the Urban Institute esti-
mate says 8 million, and the Center for
Immigration Studies says 10 million.
The Urban Institute estimates perhaps
6 million or more of those undocu-
mented persons have a job in the
United States. I do not think there is
much debate about the fact there are 6
million people living in the TUnited
States, more or less, who are illegally
here who are also working.

My guess is our Government is not
counting most of these 6 million un-
documented aliens when we announce
each month the number of Americans
who have jobs. It was 138 million for
March and the number who are unem-
ployed, 5.7 percent of the workforce, or
8.4 million people in March.

The Bureau of Labor Statistics,
which makes these announcements
each month, gathers their estimates in
two different ways. The first is the so-
called payroll survey of 400,000 business
establishments. Since it is a violation
of Federal criminal laws for a company
to employ an undocumented alien, I
think it is wrong to assume most or
even many of the 6 million illegal im-
migrants who are working here are re-
ported by the payroll survey. Nor do I
believe these 6 million illegal immi-
grants are likely to be included in the
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other principal data-gathering mecha-
nism of the survey, which we call the
household survey.

This is a survey of more than 60,000
persons living in the United States
which basically asked in many dif-
ferent ways, do you have a job? Now,
this must include a lot of people the
payroll service does not, people such as
farmers, people working at home, inde-
pendent contractors, and I suspect a
lot of people who are here illegally.

I also believe that it paints a much
clearer picture of employment in the
United States than the payroll survey.
Common sense suggests to me that the
household survey also does not include
many undocumented aliens. If one is an
illegal immigrant and they receive a
phone call from the Government ask-
ing questions, they are not likely to
give many answers, I would not think,
especially if the phone call is not in
their native language.

So I see no basis to assume these 6
million workers—my guess is in most
cases hard workers but undocumented
aliens—are being counted or that they
are being equally uncounted by the two
surveys, which is what Mr. Greenspan
suggested might be the case. Our fail-
ure to find some way to consider the
implications of having what I would
judge to be so many undocumented
aliens working has a great many policy
implications.

Now I am not trying in these re-
marks to solve the great issues of im-
migration, whether we should have it,
how much we should have, what we
should do. That is another debate. I am
just trying to understand who is here.
If 6 million are here and working, are
we counting them? It would be helpful
to know the answer to that question,
to know whether we are understating
the number of people living in America
who are employed and stating the rate
of people in America who are unem-
ployed.

This is one of the principal debates in
our presidential campaign: It is the
economy, stupid. It is jobs. Well, how
do these 6 million uncounted workers
affect the information we put out each
month upon which we make all of these
debates? Also, if we have 8.4 million
unemployed, according to our official
statistics, and if 6 million illegal immi-
grants are working, are these 6 million
taking jobs that the 8.4 million want?
Also, if these 6 million were not here,
would we suddenly have virtually full
employment?

Another point might be, if these 6
million were not here and the 8.4 mil-
lion still remained unemployed, or
many of them did, that certainly would
tell us something about whether we
need more or less unemployment insur-
ance, more or fewer training programs,
or more or fewer lessons in English. Or
if the 6 million illegal workers are ac-
tually employed, that would tell us
something about the effectiveness of
our immigration laws and would help
us make more accurate estimates of
the contributions these workers might
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